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Course: English I: Elements of Literature PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP Grade Level: 9

***Please note that English courses are recursive and skill-based in nature; therefore, they do not need to be taught in a linear
manner. Each course curriculum document clearly outlines clearly defined units of study with robust lists of suggested texts to be
studied in each unit. It is up to the individual teacher to decide in what order the units will be taught, based on his/her
professional knowledge.

In addition, in September, all English teachers will submit a ‘year plan’ (similar in form to the chart below) to the English

supervisor that outlines their specific sequences of units for the year. A similar outline may be presented to students and/or
parents at Back to School night to provide a clear overview of course content.

Month Unit Specific Assessments or Projects

September

October

November

December

January

February

March

April

May

June
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LGBT/Disabilities Inclusion in Curriculum: Curriculum shall include instruction on the political, economic, and social contributions of
persons with disabilities and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, in an appropriate place as part of the district’s implementation of the New
Jersey Student Learning Standards. The contributions of people whom we may now identify as LGBTQ+ and persons with disabilities are integral
and central to how we conceptualize ourselves. One way that educators can promote safer school environments is by developing lessons that avoid
bias and that include positive representations of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer (LGBTQ) people, history, and events. For LGBTQ
students, attending a school with an inclusive curriculum is related to less-hostile school experiences and increased feelings of connectedness to the
school community. Inclusive curriculum benefits all students by promoting diversity and teaching them about the myriad of identities in their
communities. Curriculum can serve as a mirror when it reflects individuals and their experiences back to themselves. Reading, then, becomes a
means of self-affirmation, and readers often seek their mirrors in books. At the same time curriculum can serve as a window when it introduces and
provides the opportunity to understand the experiences and perspectives of those who possess different identities. These windows can offer views of
worlds that may be real or imagined, familiar or strange. Applied to LGBTQ-inclusive curricular content, these mirrors and windows can help create
a more positive environment and healthy self-concept for LGBTQ students while also raising the awareness of all students. Inclusive curriculum
supports students’ abilities to empathize, connect, and collaborate with a diverse group of peers, skills that are of increasing importance in our
multicultural, global society. (from https://www.glsen.org/activity/inclusive-curriculum-guide)

Differentiation/Modifications

● Honors titles are noted in bold
● Suggested replacement texts are noted with asterisks**
● Teachers may use audio or film versions of titles as appropriate for students’ IEP and/or 504
● Teachers may excerpt selected titles as appropriate for students’ IEP and/or 504

Choice Suggested Unit(s)
Poetry (at least five) Summer reading Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds

Anything from Pearson Common Core Literature, Grade 9
Poetry 180 (website) Writing

https://www.glsen.org/activity/inclusive-curriculum-guide
https://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/


Course: English I: Elements of Literature PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP Grade Level: 9

Excerpts from Long Way Down and Crossover
excerpts from The Odyssey
“Still I Rise” by Maya Angelou
“To a Mouse” by Robert Burns
“We Real Cool” by Gwendolyn Brooks
“Ballad of Birmingham” by Dudley Randall
“Nothing Gold Can Stay” by Robert Frost
“Introduction to Poetry” by Billy Collins**
“Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night” by Dylan Thomas**
“Hope is a thing with feathers” by Emily Dickinson**
“Slam, Dunk & Hook” by Yusef Komunyakaa**

The Novel

The Short Story

The Play/The Poem

The Personal Narrative

Plays (at least one) Antigone by Sophocles
Brighton Beach Memoirs by Neil Simon
Shakespeare (Taming of the Shrew**, A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, Julius Caesar**, Twelfth Night)
No Fear Shakespeare**
12 Angry Men by Reginald Rose**

Novels (at least one full) To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee
Great Expectations or A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck**

Short Stories (at least
three)

Anything from Pearson Common Core Literature, Grade 9
“Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut
“There Will Come Soft Rains” by Ray Bradbury
“Hills Like White Elephants” by Ernest Hemingway
“The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman
“Beware of the Dog” by Roald Dahl**
The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros**
“The Man Who Was Almost a Man” by Richard Wright**
“The Red Dress” by Alice Munro**
“The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst**
“Pyramus and Thisbe” by Ovid**

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZcQHUzklrtA8RNg5VqdqYaTRIdPaP3jq/view?usp=sharing
http://nfs.sparknotes.com/
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1952/1952-h/1952-h.htm
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“All Summer in a Day” Ray Bradbury**
Nonfiction (at least one
full)

This Boy’s Life by Tobias Wolff
The Color of Water by James McBride
The Naked Presenter by Garr Reynolds
Selections from NYT “Lives”
Humans of New York (podcast)

Audio/Visual Literary Visions
To Kill a Mockingbird
What’s Eating Gilbert Grape?
2081

Writing 4 required essays.  Use curriculum overview as guide.  We will
adjust as needed.

Language ● IXL for grammar and usage skills
● Teacher choice of 100 words and roots from Vocabulary

Power Plus for College and Career Readiness
● 9th Grade Literary Terms

Speaking/Listening Naked Presenter by Garr Reynolds
Podcast selections: The Daily, Stuff You Should Know,
Freakonomics, LORE, etc.
Great Speeches unit

Unit 1: Writing (all year)

Stage 1 Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA

RI.9-10.8.
RI.9-10.2.
RI.9-10.8.
NJSLSA.W1.
NJSLSA.W2.

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to

● Conduct necessary research to gather information for writing.
● Utilize graphic organizers and outlines to plan writing.
● Incorporate multiple sources into essay writing.
● Cite sources using MLA format.
● Write various types of essays with varying purposes.

https://www.nytimes.com/column/lives
http://learner.org/resources/series41.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17y8aWbdR-4eN_GRxlCTP0PTOFwhZTWzC88-4n3Le5Qw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g0910.pdf
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NJSLSA.W4.
NJSLSA.W5.
NJSLSA.W8.
NJSLSA.W9.

● Write using proper grammar, punctuation, and mechanics.
Meaning Acquisition

Students will understand (BIG
IDEA)
Writing skills are essential for
effective communication.

Students will know (CONTENT/SKILLS)
How to write both expository and persuasive essays,
incorporating various writing and grammar skills.

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments/Feedback Summative Assessment(s)

● Multiple drafts of essays given feedback
based on acceptable essay checklist.

● Student-teacher conferences throughout
unit.

● Compare/Contrast essay, graded on rubric.
● Cause/Effect essay, graded on rubric.
● Persuasive essay, graded on rubric.
● Literary analysis, graded on rubric.

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Nonfiction: Read model essays and instructional packets to prepare
for writing.

● Compare & Contrast Essay Packet
● Compare & Contrast Essay Organizers
● Cause & Effect Essay Packet
● Cause & Effect Essay Organizers
● Persuasive Essay Packet/Organizers
● Literary Analysis Information / Organizers

● Acceptable Essays CP1 Unit
● Acceptable Essays Honors 1 Unit
● Whole class instruction for each type of essay, group reading of model

essays and discussion of techniques and organization.
● Teacher demonstration of how to use graphic organizers and planning

outlines.
● Review of acceptable essay checklist.
● IXL practice and class discussion of various skills, such as: topic

sentences, MLA format, incorporating quotes, etc.

Writing: 4 required essays:

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QiCeC4v2yeyN0zBW8XZzXeKWTNswzGEO/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IhdO8z4a4AzqtyDlfCWg2w-j9qoC7OKeU9nY35n4yRQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UYcVm-gREu3G0glMbybdaL17NnSkiBHu/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/110Cvj-5HtZihNgGN0spFTVXiWyfWxUrwsbO5W9S9yW8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RasRQIO-Du9zsEk6oeSIWrWOc4DMfPHo/view?usp=sharing
https://www.bucks.edu/media/bcccmedialibrary/pdf/HOWTOWRITEALITERARYANALYSISESSAY_10.15.07_001.pdf
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(Replacement teachers choose two to write depending on student
ability.  Class will read examples of all four types.)

● Cause/Effect
● Compare/Contrast
● Persuasive/argument
● Literary Analysis

Language: IXL for grammar and usage skills
Teacher choice of 100 words and roots from Vocabulary Power Plus for
College and Career Readiness

Unit 2: Novels (6-8 weeks)

Stage 1 Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA
NJSLSA.R1-6
NJSLSA.W2, 4-6, 10
NJSLSA.SL1, 3, 4-6
NJSLSA.L1-6

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to recognize the key elements of the novel,
specifically its structure, common literary strategies, narrative components. With this awareness, students
will be able to address novels, in both guided and independent settings, appropriately and competently.

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand the
essential literary components of the
novel and why these components
contribute to the overall quality of
the text.

Students will know how to understand the significant narrative
elements of the novel in the classwide text(s) and demonstrate this
awareness through close-reading strategies

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments/Feedback Summative Assessment(s)
Close-reading annotation strategies,
Socratic discussion(s) and individual
conferencing to demonstrate reading
proficiency

Objective reading assessment(s) during and after completion of text; assessment of quality of participation
in discussion(s) and writing assignments; demonstration of reading competency in both formal and
informal setting as delineated by rubric

Stage 3 – Learning Plan

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g0910.pdf
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Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction
Novels:

● Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck**
● To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (excerpts for

replacement)
● Great Expectations by Charles Dickens OR
● A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens

● Students will understand the key literary elements of the novel through teacher
demonstration, think-alouds, and modeling of excerpts from selected novels.

● Students will frame common novels that they have read prior to this year in the
context of these key novel elements.

● Students will read selected text(s), in full or excerpted, and demonstrate
recognition of novel elements through close reading strategies such as in-text
annotation, class discussion, and presentation.

● Students will craft a literary analysis of a selected novel in which they analyze
the effectiveness of the author’s choices regarding novel elements, using textual
evidence to support analysis. This will also incorporate proper paper formatting
(MLA, in-text citations, Works Cited), tone and voice, and formal writing
strategies.

● Students will, both in context and in isolation, demonstrate vocabulary
development using the ninth grade vocabulary list and IXL software.

Writing:
● Literary Analysis essay (see Writing Unit)
● Compare/contrast essay for “modern day hero” or a

body paragraph of literary analysis
Language:

● IXL for grammar and usage skills
● Teacher choice of 100 words and roots from

Vocabulary Power Plus for College and Career
Readiness

Speaking/Listening:
● Socratic seminar on selected text(s)
● Formal/Informal Presentation(s) on reading at

teacher discretion

Unit 3: Short Stories (4-6 weeks)

Stage 1 Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA

NJSLSA.R1-6
NJSLSA.W2, 4-6, 10
NJSLSA.SL1, 3, 4-6
NJSLSA.L1-6

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to identify the structure of a short story, specifically
writing style, character development and other narrative components.  With this knowledge, students will
be able to  reflect on and discuss thematic elements and concepts, in both guided and independent settings.

Meaning Acquisition

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g0910.pdf
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Students will understand the essential
literary components and story structure
of a short story and how it differs from
other forms of storytelling, with an
emphasis on creative style, development
and effects.

Students will know how to identify components and explain its
significance to the overall quality of the story and relation to
thematic concepts.

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments/Feedback Summative Assessment(s)
Socratic and whole class discussion(s);
active reading questions and strategies;
reflective writing prompts; close-reading
annotation strategies.

Objective reading assessment(s) during and after completion of the text(s); assessment of quality of
participation in discussion(s) and writing assignments; demonstration of reading competency in both formal
and informal setting as delineated by rubric.

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Short Stories:
● Anything from Pearson Common Core Literature, Grade

9
● “There Will Come Soft Rains” Ray Bradbury
● “Hills Like White Elephants” Ernest Hemingway
● “The Yellow Wallpaper” by Charlotte Perkins Gilman
● “The Story of an Hour” by Kate Chopin
● “The Man Who Was Almost a Man” Richard Wright**
● The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros**
● “All Summer in a Day” Ray Bradbury**
● “The Red Dress” by Alice Munro**
● “The Scarlet Ibis” by James Hurst**
● “Pyramus and Thisbe” by Ovid**
● “Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut**

● Students will read selected text(s), both in-class and independently and
demonstrate understanding through active note-taking and annotations.

● Whole class and small group discussions of stories’ themes, character
development, narrative style, and use of literary devices.

● Teacher modeling of close reading, analysis of author’s diction and style,
vocabulary in context.

● Students will engage in formal and/or informal presentations in which they
share their analysis, understanding, and/or literary connections in text(s)

Writing: See Writing Unit
Language:

● IXL for grammar and usage skills

https://archive.vcu.edu/english/engweb/webtexts/hour/
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● Teacher choice of 100 words and roots from Vocabulary
Power Plus for College and Career Readiness

Speaking/Listening:
● Socratic seminar on selected text(s)
● Formal/Informal Presentation(s) on reading at teacher

discretion

Unit 4: Drama (6-8 weeks)

Stage 1-- Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA
NJSLSA.R1-6
NJSLSA.W2, 4-6, 10
NJSLSA.SL1, 3, 4-6
NJSLSA.L1-6

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to recognize the key elements of drama,
specifically its structure, common literary strategies, narrative components. With this awareness, students
will be able to address the reading and viewing of plays, in both guided and independent settings,
appropriately and competently.

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand
how the structural elements
of plays enhance the
meaning of the written work.

Students will know how to identify various devices and demonstrate
understanding through discussion and written assignments.

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments/Feedback Summative Assessment(s)
Close-reading annotation strategies,
Socratic discussion(s) and individual
conferencing to demonstrate reading
proficiency

Objective reading assessment(s) during and after completion of text; assessment of quality of
participation in discussion(s) and writing assignments; demonstration of reading competency in both
formal and informal setting as delineated by rubric

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Plays (choose 1): ● Students will learn to annotate for a variety of purposes (essay, discussion, etc).

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g0910.pdf
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Antigone by Sophocles
Brighton Beach Memoirs by Neil Simon
12 Angry Men by Reginald Rose**
Shakespeare (Taming of the Shrew**, A Midsummer
Night’s Dream, Julius Caesar**, Twelfth Night)

● Analysis of poetic and literary devices as presented in the text
● Teacher will conduct mini-lessons focusing on structural elements of plays.

Writing: See Writing Unit
Language:  IXL for grammar and usage skills
Teacher choice of 100 words and roots from Vocabulary
Power Plus for College and Career Readiness
Speaking/Listening:

● Socratic seminar on selected text(s)
● Formal/Informal Presentation(s) on reading at

teacher discretion

Unit 5: Poetry (4-6 weeks)

Stage 1-- Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA

NJSLSA.R1-6
NJSLSA.RL.9-10.1-7, 9-10
NJSLSA.W2, 4-6, 10
NJSLSA.SL1, 3, 4-6
NJSLSA.L1-6

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to recognize the key elements of poetry,
specifically its structure, common literary strategies, narrative components. With this awareness, students
will be able to address poetry, in both guided and independent settings, appropriately and competently.

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand how
the structural elements of
poetry enhance the meaning
of the written work.

Students will know how to identify various devices and demonstrate
understanding through discussion, written assignments and close reading
strategies..

Stage 2 - Evidence

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g0910.pdf
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Formative Assessments/Feedback Summative Assessment(s)
Close-reading annotation strategies,
Socratic discussion(s) and individual
conferencing to demonstrate reading
proficiency

Objective reading assessment(s) during and after completion of text; assessment of quality of
participation in discussion(s) and writing assignments; demonstration of reading competency in both
formal and informal setting as delineated by rubric

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Poetry: (at least 4 for English 1, at least 6 for Honors)
● Poetry 180 (website)
● Excerpts from Long Way Down and Crossover
● “Still I Rise” Maya Angelou
● “We Real Cool” by Gwendolyn Brooks
● “Introduction to Poetry” Billy Collins
● “To a Mouse” Robert Burns**
● “Ozymandias” by Percy Bysshe Shelley**
● “I, Too Sing America” Langston Hughes**
● “Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night” Dylan

Thomas**
● “Because I could not stop for Death” Emily

Dickinson**
● “Slam, Dunk & Hook” Yusef Komunyakaa**

● Summer Reading- socratic seminar
● Students will learn to annotate for a variety of purposes (essay, discussion, etc).
● Students will apply close reading strategies and on demand assessment with cold

reads.

Writing: See Writing Unit
Language:

● IXL for grammar and usage skills
● Teacher choice of 100 words and roots from

Vocabulary Power Plus for College and Career
Readiness

Speaking/Listening:
● Socratic seminar on selected text(s)
● Formal/Informal Presentation(s) on reading at

teacher discretion

https://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZcQHUzklrtA8RNg5VqdqYaTRIdPaP3jq/view?usp=sharing
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Unit 6: Nonfiction (6-8 weeks)

Stage 1 -Desired Results
NJSLS in ELA
NJSLSA.R1-6
NJSLSA.RI.9-10.1-7, 9-10
NJSLSA.W2, 4-6, 10
NJSLSA.SL1, 3, 4-6
NJSLSA.L1-6

Transfer
Students will be able to independently use their learning to recognize the key elements of nonfiction writing,
specifically its structure, common literary strategies, narrative components. With this awareness, students
will be able to address nonfiction writing, in both guided and independent settings, appropriately and
competently.

Meaning Acquisition
Students will understand the
essential literary components of
nonfiction writing and why these
components contribute to the
overall quality of the text.

Students will know how to understand the significant narrative
elements of nonfiction writing in the classwide text(s) and
demonstrate this awareness through close-reading strategies

Stage 2 - Evidence
Formative Assessments/Feedback Summative Assessment(s)
Close-reading annotation strategies,
Socratic discussion(s) and individual
conferencing to demonstrate reading
proficiency

Objective reading assessment(s) during and after completion of text; assessment of quality of participation
in discussion(s) and writing assignments; demonstration of reading competency in both formal and informal
setting as delineated by rubric

Stage 3 – Learning Plan
Recommended Texts Summary of Key Learning Events, and Instruction

Texts:
● This Boy’s Life by Tobias Wolff
● The Color of Water by James McBride
● The Naked Presenter by Garr Reynolds
● See also Writing Unit for model essays.
● (see podcast resources under “Speaking/Listening”)

● Students will understand the key literary elements of nonfiction writing through
teacher demonstration, think-alouds, and modeling of excerpts from selected
texts.

● Students will frame common texts that they have read prior to this year in the
context of these key elements.

● Students will read selected text(s), in full or excerpted, and demonstrate
recognition of novel elements through close reading strategies such as in-text
annotation, class discussion, and presentation.

Writing:
● See Writing Unit

Language:

https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/g0910.pdf


Course: English I: Elements of Literature PVRHSD CURRICULUM MAP Grade Level: 9

● Students will craft a rhetorical analysis of a selected text in which they analyze
the effectiveness of the author’s choices regarding novel elements, using textual
evidence to support analysis. This will also incorporate proper paper formatting
(MLA, in-text citations, Works Cited), tone and voice, and formal writing
strategies.

● Students will, both in context and in isolation, demonstrate vocabulary
development using the ninth grade vocabulary list and IXL software.

● IXL for grammar and usage skills
● Teacher choice of 100 words and roots from

Vocabulary Power Plus for College and Career
Readiness

Speaking/Listening:
● Selections from NYT “Lives”
● Humans of New York (podcast)
● Socratic seminar on selected text(s)
● Formal/Informal Presentation(s) on reading at

teacher discretion

https://www.nytimes.com/column/lives
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